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Abstract 
The English Reformation is a term for the series of events that took place in 

England in the sixteenth century, which led to the separation of the Church of England 
from the authority of the Pope and the Catholic Church. 
These events were associated with a broader European process, the Protestant 
Reformation, a religious and political movement that influenced the practice of 
Christianity in most parts of Europe during this period. Many factors contributed to this 
process, the most important of which were: the decline of feudalism, the emergence of 
nationalism, the promulgation of public law, the invention of printing, the increase in 
circulation of the Bible, and the transfer of new knowledge and ideas between scholars 
and the upper and middle classes. However, the stages of the English reform, which also 
included Wales and Ireland, were driven by changes in government policy, which 
gradually absorbed public opinion itself. 
With the dissolution of Henry VIII 
became more of a political issue than a theological conflict. The reality of political 
differences between Rome and England allowed theological differences to surface. Up 
until that time, church funds were sent directly to the Catholic Church in Rome, and the 
Pope had the final say on appointing bishops. The split from the Church in Rome put the 
Kings of England the upper hand over the Church of England. Thus the separation of 
doctrinal and legal disputes became the king's responsibility, and the papacy was 
deprived of the revenue of the Church of England and the decision to appoint bishops.  
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